[13 Avucust, 1942.]

that some people may say that involves the
appointment of politieal commissars sueh as
Russia has or something like that but I do
not see how we can hope for any greater
show of efficiency in any other way, and
we have to get efficiency. We cannot go
on throwing men—that is, blood and guts—
against steel and efficiency indefinitely and
hope to be able to last out this war strong
enough to win it in the end.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: As I said at the be-
ginning of this later portion of my speech,
the Federal Government is not interested in
our views., Yet the position is drifting all
the time and if we cannot make some effort
to bring matters before those who today
are the authorities—ihat is, the people in
Canberra—it seems to me that a very hope-
less outlook is ahead of us when our veal
testing time eomes and that time, to my
mind, is certain to come, whether it be next
month or next year.

On motion by Hon. F.
adjourned,

E. Gibson, debate

House adjourned at 391 pm,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m. and read pravers.

QUESTIONS (4).
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister
reprezeniing the Minister for Police: 1,
What is the total number of iraffic aceidents
with fatal consequences which have oceurred
in the metropolitan area from 1st January
to 31st July, 19427 2 Of this total, how
many verdicts of committal for manslaughter
were the outcome of the Coroner’s inquiry?
3, Did the offender, in each case, stand his
trial aceording to law and the Coroner’s
verdiet? 4, If not, the number in this total
that eseaped the law, and the reason for
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the law not being enforced? 5, Of the total
number of fatal accidents, how many open
verdicts were given by the Coroner, and in
these cases, how many were proceeded
against for manslanghter, and the reason for
not proceeding against each case if any
were not dealt with accordingly? €, In
the ygrand total of fatal aceidents in the
period mentioned, and where no action has
been taken by the Crown Law Department
on a charge of manslanghter, have the police
taken aection under the Traffic Act and
securcd verdiets against the offenders?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, 66 (72 people killed).
2, Three (3). 3, No. 4, Three (3). Nolle
prosequi entered by Crown Law Department.
5, (a) Four open verdicts given. {b) None
proceeded against for manslaughter. (e)
Referred to Crown Law Department who
advised no action, 6, Police have taken
action in six ecases and seecured verdiets in
two, In the other four cases proceedings
have not been finalised. In one case where
the aceused was commiited for trial, he was
transferred to the Eastern States by the
RAAT,

NATIONAL SECURITY ACT.
A3 to Motor Lights.

My. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Mines: In view of the fact that regulation 16
of the lighting of motor vehicles order stipu-
lates that no person shall manufacture, or
sell, or offer for sale, any mask or type of
mask which purports to comply with the pro-
visions of this order without the written eon-
sent of the approving authority—1, Is he
awnre that masks ave heing sold which ean-
not give the preseribed amount of light
allowed by the regulations? 2, Have pur-
chasers of such masks any redress? 3, What,
if any, action is being tsken o prevent the
motor-owning public being exploited in this
way? 4, Is it a faet that experiments are
being made with the object of adopting a
more suitable type of mask? 35, If so, will
he issue instructions freeing motor owners
from the obligations to purchase any type
of mask until the Civil Defence Couneil
finally makes up its mind as to a suitable
type of mask? 6, If not, why not? -

The MINTSTER replied: 1, Yes, but the
order only prescribes the maximum amount
of light. 2, No. 3, There is no exploitation.
The order only requires the amount of light
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to be not exceeded. 4, Experiments with the
object of producing a mask allowing the
maximum amount of light permitted have
now been concluded. 5, No. The mask men-
tioned in (4) is a suitable type and is pro-
curable locally. G, Answered by No. 5.

METROPOLITAN MILK SUPPLY,
PRICE.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, In view of the big increase
in the price of superphosphate and addi-
tiona! cost of labour, goods, and scrvices,
resulting in greatly inereased cost of pro-
duction for dairy farmers, is it the intention
of the Metropolitan Milk Board to accede
to the producers’ vequest for an increase in
the price of whole milk? 2, If not, on what
grounds is an inerease in price being with-
held?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agricnlture)
replied: 1, and 2, This matter is nnder dis-
cussion.

BUTTER PRODUCTION,

Mr., SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Will he supply a refnrn
showing the amount of butter produced in
Woestern Australia during the years ended
30th June, 1941 and 1942, and the amount
of cach grade of butter produced? 2, How
many factories complied with the regula-
tions stipulating that not less than 30 per
eent. of choiee grade c¢ream be made intn
choiee grade butter? 3, Which factories did
not do so? 4, What action was taken against
the factories which did not comply with the
regulation? 5, If no action was taken what
was the reason for not doing so?

The MINISTER. FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture)
replied :

In reply te the hon. member I now lay
a retnrn on the table of the House,

LEAVE OY ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Withers
(Bnunbury) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

MR. J. H. SMITH (XNeclson) [2.19]: Like
othor members who have spoken, I regret
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the absence of our Premier, who is dearly
loved and respected by alt sections of this
House, We trust that he will soon be re-
stored to health, and be amongst us onhee
again. I am not going to join issue, to a
great cxtent, with the Government. I hope
that legislation of a contentions nature will
not he brought hefore Parliament, We are
here to perform a certain function, and that
is to de our utmost to win this war. To-
day (he most optimistic amongst us must
realise that we are up against a very hard
project indeed. I, for one, will not for a
moment castigate our National Parliament
which is making the pgreatest cfforts that
Australia and the Empive have known to
keep our country free and white. If we
disagree politieally with many of the things
done, let vws for the moment forget our
politics and be united in the oue purpose—
to keep our freedom and retain those things
that we have known all our lives under the
Brilish flag.

I have read the Speech of His Excellency
the Licut.-Governor and, like the Leader of
the Opposition, I have also vead the lead-
ing article of “The West Australian.” The
Speech is very much the same in details, but
what I vegret is this: We seem to be going
headlong into unification. If the National
Government believes that uniform taxation
will do something to provide the sinews of
war then we, as an Assembly, or a Housc
of Parliament, must suffer our little differ-
ences, and stand behind the National Gov-
ernment, irrespective of any form of
polities. I am proud of the job being done
by our Prime Minister. He is not the only
sineere man in polities, but he Is sincere
as far as Australia is concerned. Our re.
presentation in the Federal Parliament is
small, but we in this State have something
to be proud of. At least we have sent men
of ahility to that Parliament. The Prime
Minister is the representative for Fremantle,
The Speaker in that National Government
is Mr, Nairn; the Chairman of Committees
is Mr. J. H, Prowse, and the President of
the Scnate is Senator J. Cunningham, whe

was at one ftime a member of this
House. Those gentlemen have all been
sent from Western Australia, as has

also the Assistant Minister, Senator Fraser
Thus Western Anustralia has at least re-
ceived recognition in the National Parlia.
ment and we as politicians, irrespeetive of
the party to which we belong, must make
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any necessary sacrifices. Perhaps many of
ug are not doing as much as we should be
doing towards the winning of the war. Prob-
ably the State Government is nof doing as
much as it should be doing. Before I have
finished my remarks, I might have oceasion
to castigate the Government for many of its
actions, I consider that the State Govern-
ment should be taking a lead instead of fol-
lowing the dictatorship of the Common-
wealth. Members on the Government side
of the House are stannch supporters of uni-

fication. That is their policy; it is enunci-
ated in their platform.

Mr., Mashall: But by constitutional
methods.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Quite so, and consti-
tutional procedure necessitates a referendum
of the people. Still, I have not heard any
protest from members opposite against the
Commonwealth’s uniform taxation pro-
posals. The High Court has declarved them
valid and we must abide by the decision, but
I maintain that we as a sovereign State must
insist uwpon having our own eeconomy. We
must insist that this Parliament shall exisi
for all time, though in the present erisis we
must sink our differences.

The outlook could not be mnch blacker
from the viewpoint of the United Nations
than it is today. Therefore, instead of in-
dulging in earping eriticism, memhers should
use their influence as I have used mine in
the divection of encouraging peaple to econo-
mise, save, and assist the war effort. Num-
bers of people in the back country have
travelled many miles to make their contri-
butions to the war loans. The middle and
poorer sections of the eommunity have con-
tributed largely towards providing the
sinews of war, and I have no hesitation in
saying that others should do likewise.

The member for Perth tmade a thouchiful
speech in the eourse of which he told us
that unification eould not be brought about
except by a referendum of the people. But
I point out that unification is already with
us, There are very few members of the

Commonwealth Parvliament who do not con--

stantly advocate unifieation and the adop-
tion of one government for the ‘whole of
Australia. I presume that members here
are unanimous in the opinion that Western
Australia and, of eourse, the other States,
must Tetain their sovereign rights and eeo-
nomy. The Commonwealth uniform taxation
proposals, however, have secured the en-

189

dorsement of the High Court. But the Com.
monwezalth has gone further; it has proposed
at the recent conference of Premiers to
adopt an entertainments tax.  Thus the
States will be left without avenues from
which to raise revenue, apart from what
they will receive from the Commonwealth
Government. The Commonwealth has gone
even further under its National Seeurity Re-
gulations. I understand that the Acting
Treasarer attended the Premiers’ Confer-
ence for a speeific purpose, namely to dis-
cuss the liquor laws.

The Minister for Mines: No!

Mr. J. H. SMITH : That is the impression
conveyed by the Press reports.

The Minister for Mines: He went Hast
to attend a meeting of the Loan Council.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That seemed to be the
object of the Loan Council meeting. This
Parliament has passed lignor laws that have
given general salisfaction and we are the
aunthority to alter those laws. Aection should
be taken by the State Government. If the
Government has any consideration for peo-
ple whe have invesied their eapital, steps
must be taken to proteci licensees. These
people have paid large sums by way of in-
going and are being charged high rentals,
and yet ave being restricted in the matter
of supplies. So far there has been no re-
dress in the matter of the money involved
for ingoing, rents and license fees.

Mr. Marshall: What about
dummying for breweries?

My. J. H. SMITH : The hon. member may
know something about the hotel at Wiluna.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about the breweries
themselves!

My, J. H. SMITH: I do nof know any-
thing about them. A statement has been
made that in the near future ne liquor will
he available. Seottish whisky is not being
imported and we are told that no whisky
will be made in Australin. It looks as if
the manufacture of whisky, brandy, gin and
perhaps even rum will be discontinued in
Australia, and the latest proposal is that
certain hrands of wine wiH also be vestricted, -

Mr, Warner: Cuat out lemonnde and that
will be the lot.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Only beer will re-
main, and the quantity of beer has been ve-
duced by one-third. Consequently, in the
Commonwealth, we have a Government pre-
paved to force prohibition on the country in
this way. Summer is coming on and we

licensees
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are to be limited to two-thirds of our
usual beer supply. What is the State Gov-
ernment doing about it? I was disgusted,
in the session that we had a few months
ago, when the Government in its wisdom
decided to close hotels at § p.m. because it
said that would do away with the drinking
evil. The Government did not understand
the position then, nor does it now. If the
Government were sincere in reducing trad-
ing hours of hotels from 12 to 9, why did
it not bring in a Bill to provide compensa-
tion for the persons who had paid huge
sums for leases and license fees? Why did
not the Government bring in sneh a mea-
sure to proteet the men it is ruining today?
From the Press reports of the Premiers’
Conference I notice that the Commonwealth
Government is insisting wpon a reduction of
two hours per day in hotel trading, but the
Premiers, in their wisdom, decided upon a
reduction of one hour per day.

Mr. Berry: What are the trading hours
in England?

Mvr. J, H, SMITH: I am not concerned
about England ; I am dealing with Australia
at the moment. Our liguor laws provide
for 12 hours trading per day. On the gold-
tields 1 believe the hours are 14 per day.

Member: Twenty-four hours.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know. 1
am diseussing the Licensing Aet, which is
a particularly good measure. 1 do not
know whether the Government will heed
me or not, but I suggest that the one hour
reduction should be in the morning: hotels
should open at 10 a.m. and close at % p.n.
That would be a reduetion of one hour.

The Minister for Mines: The Premiers’
disenssion was based on the present hours.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No! The discussion
was on the trading hours permitted by the
licensing laws of the various States, 1
listened with attention to the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe when he spoke last
week. There was much commonsense in
the arguments he adduced; but the Press
and some memhers of the public selected
from his speech those parts they wished
to ridicule in order to pull his arguments
to pieces. Under our Licensing Aet no man
or woman is allowed fo enter the lounge or
any other part of a hotel unless he or she
is over 21 years of age.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is absurd.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The member for
Subiaco has not read the Lieensing Act.

[ASSEMBLY.)

If the conditions of that Act are not com-
plied with, are not the licensees penalised?
I do not stand for abuses; I never did. It
is the duty of the authorities to prevent
such happenings. With other members, I
regret the necessity for a viece squad in
Perth; but I do not agree that the decent
men and deeent women earrying on hotel-
keeping should, perhaps through no fault
of their own, be secarified by public opinion.
I also do not agree—and T castigaté the
Government on this score—that Magistrate
Schroeder should commit girls of 16, 17, 18

and 19 years of age to gaol. That is &
standing disgrace to the State.
The Minister for Mines: And to the

people who serve them.

My, J. H. SMITH: I agree with that. It
is a standing disgrace to our Government
that we should have a magistraic commit-
ting girls to the Fremantle gaol for three
months, thus making criminals of them,
perhaps for an offence of which they may
be innocent. It is a standing disgrace to
the Government that it bas not provided
some institution to which these girls eould
be sent. I shall not speak further on the
liquor subjeet or on the Premiers’ Confer-
ence, except to say that I regret that the
(lovernment, which perhaps was assisted by
its advisers, saw fit not to do something it
ought to have done, and that was to submit
these matters to the House for considera-
tion, After all is said and done Parlia-
ment makes our laws, and Parliament
should alter them, if necessary. That is my
attitude.

I now wish to refer to the recent increase
in the basic wage, by regulation under the
National Security Act.

Mr. Cross: You agree with the increase.

Alr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, but I do not
agree with the principle. Had my friend,
the member for Canning, who is supposed
to represent the workers, the principles
I possess on this subject, he would long ago
have moved the powers-that-be to call Par-
liament together to deal with the question.
1 spoke on this matter on the last Address-
in-reply. I then said—I have not got
“Hansard,” bul I think it is true; any mem-
ber who wants to do so can refer to “Han.
sard” and possibly correct me—that T could
not understand the attitude of the Govern-
ment in allowing the President of the Ar-
bitration Court to sidetrack the issue merely
becanse the Commonwealth had said that
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wages must be pegged. That was the cxeuse
made by the President of the Arbitration
Court. He went further and said that an
increase would eaunse inflation; but he did
not for a moment think that his decision
meant deflation for the working man. After
all, the Industrial Arbitvation Aet makes
provision for the fixation of the basic wage
on the basis of a man, his wife and two
children; but I know of many men who have
more than two children. What do we find?
Despite the (iovernment we have on our
left-hand side—-

Members interjected.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

My, J. H. SMITH: The Government, in-
stead of doing what it ought to have done,
invoked the National Security Act to bring
something into foree. It is true, and can-
not be denied. Every member of this Par-
liament stands by the Arbitration Court and
has always done so. Men are appointed to
that court to fix the basie wage and fo pro-
vide a decent standard of living, but
the Court hos ignoved its obligations.
Then we talk about unification, about the
Commonwealth Government taking away
our powers! Why have our powers been
taken away? Simply beeause the Govern-
ment has not seen fif {0 move in the mat-
ter. There was a motion on the subject
placed on the notice paper daring the last
session hy the member for East Perth. Why
did not the Government sponsor that
motion? Why was it in such a desperate
hurry te end the last session? The Govern-
ment does not move nntil the workers are
=eething with discontent. Western Austra-
lian workers—IT have thousands in my dis-
trict—are so loyal that thev would not do
anything to cmbarrass the Commonwealth
Government in its efforts to earry on the
war. They would sooner make saerifices.
Nevertheless, they are filled with discontent.
Eventuaily the Premier, at the last moment,
took adviniage of the National Seeurity
Regulations and decided to inerease the basic
wage by ds. 6d. I wonder if it is to he
made retrospeetive! _ -

Mr. Cross: Would vou be in favour?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would be in favour
of piving the workers everything within rea-
son. It is not men like the member for
Cauning, who live on the workers, that do
any good, but the wmen who produce things
from the land. The men who count in this
world are the men who produee our wealth.

1

I am prepared to give such men anything in
fairness. Why did not the Government at-
tend to this 'matter? Why did it go behind
the cloak of the National Security Act to
make a change? It is said that we are rush-
ing pell-mell into unification. What has
created that position?

The Minister for Mines: Hard times!

My, J. H. SMITH: We cannot make any
decisions for ourselves. We have to be
hound hard and fast by what the people in
Canberra tell nus. I objeet to that. I can
foresee the dav—though God forbid it!—
when the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the National Party will go out
amongst the workers and say, “Your
Labour Government has offered you
£4 145, 10d. per week as the basic wage. We
are going to defy the Arhitration Court.
Return us to power, and we will give you
£5 per week.” A precedent has been
created that should never have been estab-
lished. An alteration shounld have been ef-
fected by the Government through this Par-
liament.

Mr. J. Hezney: When you do what you
just suggested the workers will take an in-
terest in Parliament!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member and
his colleagues have the workers well or-
ganised: that is why members opposite are
there. I turn now to the question of man-
powering as it affects the industries of this
State. I am chicHy concerned about having
men released from the A.ILF.—in which
direction I have not met with much sne-
cess—to carry on shearing and dairying and
other forms of primary production. I lay
the blame fivst of all on the manpower
authorities in this State. Many men en-
listed who shonld never have been nllowed
lo do so, and our trouble now is {o feed
the peaple who are fighting our eaunse. Soon
there will be acute shortages. I spoke to
the manpower offieer in my town about this
matter, and he said, “What can I do? I re.
ceive notes from these men to the effect that
their brothers or fathers will earry on.”
These boys cannot be blamed for enlisting.
Two or three families in my district hava
lost their menfolk at the war. There was
one mon with a wife and three children.
There are 75 cows to be milked and the
property comprises 1,000 acres. Two years
ago that man said, “I have somcthing to
fight for. I do not want anybody to fight
for me. [ have land, a wife and three chil-
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dren, and am independent, and I have some-
thing tor which to tight.” He enlisted and
went away, but was killed. However, that
is the spirit we like to see. Nevertheless,
scores of men have gone away who should
never have heen allowed to join up, and 1
am endeavouring to have some of them re-
leased to carry on primary production.

A young =shearer of my aequaintance
named Harold Lunt joined the ATF. last
December or January. A week before I
came to Perth he returned to Bridgelown
in civilian clothes. I asked him what had
happened, and he said, “It is remarkable.
On Monday afternoon”—the conversation
took place on a Wednesday—*“I was called
into the office and was given my discharge.”
1 asked him why, and he replied, “I do not

know, I was told I was manpowered for
shearing. I made no application, and I do

not know of anybody who did =0 on my be.
half. There are two others in a similar
position to me.” As a matter of fact, 1
learned today that there are 200 professional
chearers, who made no application but have
been discharged. The man to whom I spoke
returned to his wife in Bridgetown—he had
heen married just before enlisting—and two
days afterwards went away again to look
for a shearing job. He was not given a
hadge to indicate that he had been dis-
charged from the Army, and he wanted to
know what he was going to do. He is
carrying with him the stigma of being a
young man who onght to bhe in the Army
and is not. He rarely drinks or smokes and
i an exemplary young man. That is one
cxample of the way in which manpowering
is being carried ont.

The fear was expressed by members of
the Country Party that there would be an-
other National Security Regulation gpovern-
ing the supply of different factories with
ereat, 1 do not know whether this applies
to the Sussex distriet, but I know that people
in the Busselton arca away down to Augusta
and right through the Great Southern ara
sending cream to Watson's factory in Fre
mantle, beeause they are getting first-grade
prices for it and are rceciving an additional
1d. per b, while the co-operative factoriea
do not seem 1o he able to pay that price.
Many primary producers are sending
second-grade eream to Watson's and getting
first-grade and choice-cream prices.

Member: That erveam is properly tested
and graded.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The Minister for
Lands, in his veply to a question hy the
member for Watanning, said that a proper
test was made down there. I do not know
whether that is so. I think you, Mr.
Speaker, have some land in that distriet,
and are going in for dairying, and yon know
that if second-grade eream is used within
seven days for making hutter, the hutter is
first-grade, but if kept for a longer period,
the butter is second-grade. I wunderstand
there is talk of the introduction of a
National Security Regulation to prevent
suppliers of eream from sending butter-fat
fo Watson's and other places.

Mr. Doney: That is only talk.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Before the Minister
agrees to the regulation T hope he will go
fully inte the question whether the co-
operative companies can pay the additional
penny and give the producers a decent price
for their eream. I take some pride in the
fact that a large amount of eream comes
from the Bridgetown distriet where I live.
Within a radius of 10 miles dairying is car-
ried on for only seven months of the vear,
but teking the year as a whole the district
supplies more butter-fat than does any other
part of Western Australia. That is probably
news to members,

Mr. Cross: More than Harvey?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Much more! Yet the
remarkable faet is that the South-West Co-
operative Dairy Society has established only
a receiving depot in the Bridgetown distriet,
and between 20 and 30 tons of butter-fat
have to he taken from there each week to
Manjimup or Bunbury, made into buiter and
{hen brought to Perth.

Mr. J. Hegney: What has the member
for the distviet been doing?

Mr. Stubbs: Whose fault is that?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: The member for the
distriet has fought bard to have a factory
established there. Furthermore, a gentleman
named Locke endeavoured to establish a
cheese factory in the district but the Agri-
cultural Department in its wisdom refused
a license. Yet we need cheese in this State!
There was, of course, a nigger in the wood-
pile. T interviewed the Under Secretary for
Agriculture and asked why the license had
not been granted. T was told that the Gov-
ernment had advanced many thousands of
pounds to the other two factories and
wanted to see that cleared up before a fur-
ther license was granted.
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Dealing now with our primary industries
and post-war activities, one may be regarded
as optimistic in suggesting such a topie. The
position in regard to the war at the moment
is very unsatisfactory, hut nevertheless we
must prepare for the future. In my elec-
torate in particular there are more primary
industries than in any other section of the
State. TUngquestionably the area is the
wealthiest and most productive in Western
Anstralia, and I will claim that it is the most
productive and wealthy in the Common-
wealth. The difficolty confronting the pro-
ducers today is in procuring fertilisers for
future operations. Many of the farmers
complain about the inferiority of the super-
phosphate supplied, and I believe their con-
feniions to be correct. If the Minister for
Agriculture were present, I would ask him
whether the superphosphate is ever analysed.
I know its strength has been reduced, but
I imagine it has heen reduced down to less
than 18 per eent. The farmers definitely
claim that they have not been able to get
results from the super supplied although
they have manured as heavily as possible.
I do not know whether other members have
noticed that the super bags rot before they
can be emptied.

Mr. Patrick: In my opinion, there is more
free acid in the super than formerly.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 think there is more
sulphuric acid in the superphosphate with
the result that the bags are burnt. Nowa-
days it is useless to endeavour to wash super
bags.

Mr, Fox: They may have been nsed many
times.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am referring to new
bags as well.

Mr. Patrick: AM the bags were like that
some time ago.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Teke flax-growing!
Last year, 3,000 acres were under flax, and
we anticipated that 6,000 acres wounld be
planted this year but, owing to the wintry
conditions, I do not know whether that acre-
age will be planted. The production of
flax requires large areas, and that involves
several problems and the expenditure of
much money. Practically as great an area
is required for retting the straw as for
growing the crop, which has to be carted
a eonsiderable distance in some instances to
the mill, where the employees ecomprise
black, white and brindle people. There are
crome foreigners, and a few Aussies, to-
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gether with a few farm girls working in
the industry. My concern is to know
whether we are to have sufficient fertiliser
to enable the industry to be carried on
satisfactortly. Then there is the position
regarding tobaceo. We are up against a
shortage of supplies, and even in Parla-
ment House none is procurable, I do not
know whether that is partly your fault,
Mr. Speaker, as a member of the House
Committee, but we all know there is a defi-
nite shortage. I ean remember the time
when we could not get a bottle of beer
here, and even now there is diffieulty in
getting whisky.

Mr. J. Hegney: That represents an attack
on the privileges of members!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It does! The prob-
lems of the tohacco-grower arve serious, and
labour iz one of the difficulties, I agree
with the member for Subiaco that the farm
girls have done a wonderful job. She can
tell those associated with the organisation
in whick she is interested that the pro-
ducers in my -electorate—tobacco-growers,
froit-growers and others—appreciate the
work the girls are doeing.

The Minister for the North-West: What
about the hop-growers?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, the girls are
doing well on the hop felds, and also in
the dairying indunstry. The erops I have
particnlarly referred to cannot be grown
without fertilisers, The position is jusk
as diffiecult in the dairying industry. In
the fruit-growing distriets, many hundreds
of thousands of pounds have been invested
in orchards, and the difficulty is to main-
tain the assets that have been ereated.
‘Today, through the Apple and Pear
Acquisition Board, the growers are receiv-
ing Is. 10d. a case for apples,

Mr. J. Hegney: I had to pay 9s. 6d. for
a case yesterday.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That may be so, but
the growers are veceiving ls. 10d. a case.
That is not an adequate rcturn, and in any
case the orchardists eannot maintain their
assefs " unless they have ainple fertiliser -
supplies. My son-in-law has six aeres
under frunit trees. and that small helding
represents a wonderful asset to him. Each
vear he produces about 2,000 cases of fruit.
Under the nequisition scheme, he sent away
1,200 eases this year. Why is he able to
produce sach a large quantity from so
small a holding? The explanation is that
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he nurses and feeds his land. Each year
he uses at least three tons of potato manure,
or some other very strong fertiliser, in
order to maintain the productive eapacity
of the land. This year he cannot get one
bag of fertiliser for his orchard, I
approached the Under Secretary for Agri-
eulture, Mr. Baron Hay, and he informed
me that he could not procure a bag. I
asked whether six tons of snperphosphate
could be supplied, and finally the Agrieul-
turnl Bank provided six bags. My son-in-
law cannot maintain his asset with the use
-of only six bags of super. It hehoves the
Government to hestir itself and see that
the position generally is reectified.

A problem about which I am most con-
<cerned relates to the men who are serving
with our Fighting Forces, and I am wonder-
ing what we shall do for our boys when
they return. I feel I wounld not be doing
my duty to the lads oversea if I did net
bring this matter forward in the interests
«of their future welfare. We do not want
a repetition of what oceurred after the
1914-18 war, when we saw so0 many
returned soldiers walking the streets look-
ing for food. We endeavoured to settle
many on the land under the Soldier Settle-
ment Scheme. The Government bhought
land from wealthy people and put on the
holdings soldiers who were left to starve.
Many of these who are still on their blocks
are hardly any better off than they were
20 vears ago.

Mr. J. Hegney: Many of them have left
their holdings.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Of coutse, thousands
have gone off their properties. We must
make provision now for the post-war re-
quirements of our sailors, soldiers and air-
men. Inevitably the Government will have
to turn to the South-West for that purpose.
In the electorates represented by the mem-
her for Albany, the member for Sussex
and by myself, there are available many
thousands of acres of the finest land with
the hest rainfall in the State. I remember
fighting for years to seeure provision on
the Estimates for the construction of the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrock railway., Finally
suceess was achieved, and the legislative
provision remained on the statute-book for
vears. Again, we fought for and obtained
the passage of legislation authorising the
construction of railways to link up the
existing sections with the Nornalup line. A
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change of Government was effected, and
the present Administration in its wisdom
scrapped the whole scheme for South-West
development, despite the fact that it is the
one bright spot in the State today.
Through faulty administration, millions of
pounds have been lost there in the past.
Having scrapped the scheme the Govern-
ment, advised by the present Agent General,
Mr. Troy, who was then Minister for Lands,
embarked upon what was known as the
3,500 farms scheme in the Southern Cross
area. That section is now referred to as
the marginal area country, and millions
have been lost there too. All has been
serapped.

I have in mind post-war efforts now.
Something must he done. I am convinced
that Ministers are hig enough to rise to the
occasion. If they want advice from men
who know the conntry from A to Z, surely
the dignity of Ministers will not be lowered
by asking for it. Let a thorough investiga-
tion be made into the relations between the
Lands Department and the Fovests Depart-
ment. At present it is impossible to select
land in the South-West of the State where
the rainfall is assured—some of the finest
country God ever made. Everything imagin-
able will grow there. Yet the whole of that
wonderful country is held np by forestry
restrictions. Not only is land carrying tim-
ber held up, but all Crown lands there are
held up. Even if there is not a stick of tim-
ber on land proposed to be selected, that
land cannot he granted until the Forestry
Department has given its sanetion.  Let
something be done to alter that state of
things.  Let there be some form of eco-
ordination between the two departments.
Let efforts be mnade to secure better adminis-
tration and a measure of co-ordination, to
secure some provision for the future of lads
who are now suffering hellish torments
which we, sitting here, eannoi even imagine,
Let not those bovs come back like some of
our soldiers returned from the last war, to
stand on street eorners hegging for a meal!
I did not set out to make a speech, but T find
myself going on and on. T hope I am not
wearying members.

Members: Go on!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T want to talk ahout
what our railways are doing.

Mr. Patrick: Or not doing!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am glad the Minis-
ter for Railways is in his seat. Lef me ex-
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press my disgust at the attitude adopted by
Mr. Ellis and his understrappers. There is
no feeling of sympathy in the Railway De-
partment. I will not draw ecomparisons,
which are ndious; but I must say it matters
not how well some railway lines are paying,
one cannot Secure sny concession for the
people of the distriets those lines serve. The
Warren Road Board area, in my district
alone has a population of 10,000; and it is
~ituated at the extreme end. The population
consists of timber workers and farmers and
their wives and children, and they are the
greatest producers in Western Anstralia.
Investigation will show that the south-
western Hnes of railway pay the department
better than does any other portion of the
system. Yet what do we find? A miserable
gervice of one train per day, and for one
portion of the district two traing per week!
What satisfaction is to be obtained from
the Commissioner of Railways? By e,
none whatever! He ignores me all the time.

The member for Pingelly has spoken about
refreshment rooms in his electorate. The
people in my electorate have to leave Novth-
cliffe at six in the morning, and they get to
Kirup at 11 am. That is the first station
at which they can obtain a eup of tea—men,
women and children after five hours in the
train! Again, at Kirup there are less than
six feet of space available for passengers
to obtain refreshments; and frequently three
or four compartments have been added to
the train to earry the people awaiting tvans-
port. At Kirup there is a stop of only six
minutes, during which the hundreds of peo-
ple who pass through there every week are
supposed to be provided with refreshments.

I wrote to the Commissioner of Railways
on this subject, and his reply was to the
effect that there was any amount of aceom-
modation at Boyanup, Picton and Bmns-
wick. Passengers spend eight hours in the
train before they ean get a cap of tea. That
is how our railway system is run. 1t is a
national disgrace. I have tried time and
again to secure a daily service between Perth
and Pemberton, but have found it im-
possible. Compare that with the situa-
tion at Bunbury, Donnybrook, and Bussel-
ton, where there is not half the popu-
lation to be served and the retnrms
from freights and fares are nothing
like those secured by the department in my
electorate. Again, Albany has two trains
up and down every day. I hope the Minister
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is listening to this and will effect some re-
forms. I wrote to the Commissioner asking
for various alterations and received a reply
that no alterations were considered neces-
sary. I wrote back expressing the hope
that the Commissioner and his Deputy Com-
missioner and staff would come to Pemberton
and see how they got on.

Now as regards Civil Defence and the
blackout as applying to country distriets!
I wonder does the Minister’s conscience ever
prick him on reading in the daily Press
accounts of accidents oceurring day after
day?

Hon. C. G. Latham: And night after
night.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. More fatalities,
more damage, and more claims for damage
resulting from the blackount than will ever
arise as the result of any air-raid taking
place in Western Australia! Cannot the
Minister do something? Surely, as Minister
he must have control. I know the hon.
gentleman to be of a domineering or,
hetter, dominating character. When he puts
down his foot and looks determined that
is how he appears, although oeccasionally he
smiles, Definitely, he must do something.
The present state of affairs eanmot be per-
mitted to eontinue. A respectable member of
the Honse was almost lost to us recently
because—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing blackouts at
the present time

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Why not, Sir?

Mr. SPEAEKER: I ruled last week that
that snbject was already on the notice paper
in two notices of motion and could not be
discussed on the Address-in-reply.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: You know, Mr.
Speaker, that I would not digress inten-
tionally,. Had I known of your ruling, L
would have made no reference to the sub-
Ject. Would T be in order in discussing how
the blackont affects country distriets?

Mr, SPEAKER : No.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not anywhere?

Mr, SPEAKER: No. The hon. member
will have plenty of opportunities to do so.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: You and I being very
good friends, Mr. Speaker, I shall not move
to disagree with your ruling. Let me turn
to other aspects of the wonderful area I
represent. Not enly do we grow hops, flax,
tobacco, dairy produce, and fruit, but we
are also wealthy from a mineral aspect. T
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have been interested in tin production since
I bought a hotel out of the results of my
efforts many years ago. I was a miner for
five or six years in Greenbushes and know
the gane of tinmining from A to Z. T have
spent thousands of pounds in backing up
prospectors.

About 30 years ago we discovered tin
some 20 miles south of Greenbushes and
about 15 miles south-west of Bridgetown,
at a place ealled Smithfield. The vesults of
our work there were not encouraging, hut
I wns not disheartened. The next place we
tried gave results which involved me in the
loss of a good deal of money. Then at
Ross’s Swamp the Mines Department eame
t0 my assistance. Some years later, about
1931, T got a bit tired of the venture, and
some man named Donovan eame along and
took the place over and called it Nannup
tin fields. Sinec then T have heen going on,
vear after year, with some mates; and last
of all we found something we thought worth
while. Anyhow, T am going down there to-
morrow in the hope of introducing a little
capital inta the mine, which T helieve will
prove satisfactory.

What I am interested in now iz tinmin.
ing, The Minister for Industirial Develop-
ment probably is not aware that I was
working in that industry over 30 vears ago.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
You kept your tin light under a bushel!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Messrs. Bowley,
Wilson, and Forman ave officers of the
Mines Department. Mr, Forman, I under-
stand, went down yesterday to look at the
show. The question is one of finance: and,
as I have already indicated, T believe I can
induce capital to eome in. The proposition
is hetter than that at Greenbushes, but it
has to be proved. I believe it will show good
results,

We are also working a miea deposit
which looks extremely promising. Just now
mica is worth 38s. per pound, and T believe
this show will supply first-elass miea. My
partners and I have located a mineral
hitherto unknown in this State, namely
kyanite, and are now working the show.
Kyanite is used for hardening, and I be-
lieve will stand any blast. The bricks are
worth 10s. 6d. each. The kyanite industry,
if established, will do some good for Wesi-
ern Australin. Kyanite is a very hard
mineral, with a vesistance of 3,000 Ih. In
fact, it is almost unbreakable. It is used
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for very heavy blasts. There is a graphite
show in my distriet; and the Mines Depart-
ment informs me that it earries 58 per cent.
graphite and 15 per cent. pure MHake
graphite. During the time 1 was out of
Parliament, some comrades and I did a great
deal of prospecting in the Nelson electorate
which may put it on the map. I shall not
detain the House any Yonger. 1 set out io
speak for ten minutes, and have occupied
nbont an hour. T hepe my remarks may
have been of some interest to members. I
trost T have not eastigated the Clovernment
to tvoo great an extent.

Hon. P. Collier: You were a little nasty
about it at one stage.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I hope it is sincero
in itz endeavour to preveni this State from
losing its sovereignty.

Member: It has lost it already.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I alse hope it will
take the initiative in any legislation that is
brought before the Ilouse to bring about
that vesult. 1 am aware that a friend of
mine in another place was castizated in the
Press for bringing up the question of the
appointment of sessional Committees. I
have no groueh on that seore. I always
thought that Parliament provided members
with their food and liquid refreshments at
eost price, as should be done. There is a
vote te eover the other expenses. I some-
times think that sessional Commiitees are
appointed without members heing aware of
how they are made up. I was ignorant on
the point myself until vom, Mr. Speaker,
gave me some information. The Premier
nominates the members of the Committees,
I helieve that should he done in a demo-
eratic wav.

The Minister for Mines: Let us have a
ballot,

My, J. H. SMITH: Yes, as is done with
the appointment of the Ministry.

The Minister for Mines: We can do that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: These are unpaid
jobs.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Those are the jobs
from which people usually get the mosé
eredit and profit. I know sowmething ahout
honorary directorships and  these unpaid
positions. For the future, before the Pre-
mier moves that such and such members ba
appointed to these Committees, it would he
wise if he took the House into his econ.
fidence and cnabled members to record their
votes, If T thought the member for Subiaco
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should be put on the Library Committee,
why should I not bring forward her name
and record my vote in her favour? If the
member for Maylunds thought I should
be on the House Commiitee why should he
not record a vote on my behalf? These Com-
mittees should be appointed in a democratic
way hy a vote of the majority of members
of the Chamber.

The Minister for Mines: The Premier
moves o motion for the appointment of these
Comumittees, and it is open to any member
to move an amendment or to nominate other
members.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister knows
that no one would do that unless he was an-
tagonistic and was looking for trouble.
Would the Minister like me to oppose the
appoiniment of every member whose name
had been put forward, and would he like
me to delay the House for 10 or 12 hours
on such a subject?

The Minister for Mines: I would be quite
satisfied.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: These appointments
should be made in a democratic manner.
Let cvery member have an opportunity to
put whom he likes on these Committees, No-
one then would have any caunse for com-
Plaint.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I listened with
the customary politeness whilst the Lieut-
Governor’s Speech was being read. It
proved to he a well-prepared doecument, but
I admit that it made no lasting impression
upon me. I have experienced the same feel-
ing when similar speeches have been read as
emanating from Governments made up of
members from the opposite side of the
House.

The Minister for Mines: That is a reflee-
tion on the reader.

My. SAMPSON: From the standpoint of
members it would be appreeiated if the
Speech velated to forthcoming legislation,
and dealt with those matters which they
fairly hope will eome before them during the
session, It is never the ense, of course, that
everyone is satisfied with the Governor’s
Speech, T rememher, particularly during
the regime of a previous (Goevernment, when
the one-time member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) was in the
House, the predecessor of the present mem-
her for that district. That hon. member
derived little or no satisfaction from any
Speech he had to listen to when n Governor
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of a different political faith from his was
in office. We can and do consider the present
outlook to be very grave. I am sure each
one of us is doing all that is possible to
ensure suceess for our side. Throughou the
Commonwealth we depend very largely upon
primary production. Whereas not long
since we were able to ship omr produce
oversea, today that is impossible. Recruit-
ing has greatly reduced the manpower avail-
able. The results of what has been done in
that direction are very unsatisfactory. Early
in July I received a document from Sydney
dated the 2nd of that month which under
the heading “Dairy Front in Call-up,” con-
tained the following:—

There has been great activity on the Dairy
Front during the last two or three weeks. The
present position is that no further call-ups will
be made from dairy farms, while applications
for release of good men from the army will
reccive sympathetic consideration.

‘That came from the office of the Director-
General of Manpoywer, Prudential Baildings,
49 Martin Place, Sydney, and can be ac-
cepted as authentic. I am pleased to know
that no further ecall-ups are to be made.
Already there have heen too many, and there
ltas not been wanting evidence in the news-
papers and in the remarks of members of
the persisteney with which men have been
taken from the dairying industry. The
whole position should be reviewed. If that
were done it would be found that there are
men who have heen engaged in dairving,
and are now in camp, who would do far
better work and whose efforts wounld be far
more valuable from the standpoint of the
nation than would be the case in their pre-
sent capacity. The sapply of workers for
the manufacture of munitions has made a
further call upon onr manhood and rendered
the position still more difficult. I realise
that men must be engaged on that class of
war work, but I persist in the statement
that to take men from primary production
is in the highest degree unwise. Those who
have been put into camp must be properly
fed, and unless primary produetion is en-

.couraged it will be impossible to feed them

adequately.

As has been stated the dairying industry
has specially suffered. Throughout the State
herds have been dried off and far too many
cows have been slaughtered. T helieve the
position has now been altered. It is eertainly
time that & ehange was made. The diffi-
culties that have avisen hecause of the calling
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up of men from the dairying industry in
this State are by no means peculiar o West-
ern Australiz. They apply also fo Queens-
land and to New South Wales, and possibly
to other States. Those two States are great
producers of dairy producis. The position
of those engaged in the industry is the
cause of much anxiety. I understand there
are to be no further eallups of rural
workers, and I shall be glad if that proves
to be the case. We must have plenty of food
not only for our civilians but for those who
have gone into the Forces. The cheese in-
dusiry should receive consideration. Cheese
is one of the most important of foods, and
if we do not give it attention the community
will suffer severely.

The Minister for Mines: Did you attend
the opening of the cheese factory at Bridge-
town ¢

Mr. SAMPSON: No. I shounid be glad if
the Minister were to visit the outlying pri-
mary producing distriets.

The Minister for Mines: I have seen more
of them than you have, and have-carried my
swag, ioo.

Mr. SAMPSON: A ministerial visit to
those districts would be an encouragement
to the producers. I have met men who have
carried their swags but I would not trust
them gll, although that remark is no reflee-
tion on the Minister. The distribution of
whole-milk is definitely a subjeet that calls
for consideration. In place of the distri-
bution heing to the individuai house or
home I submit that the milk should be de-
livered to depots or shops. People in
individual hemes eould then arrange to pick
up their supplies from those sources. That
wounld mean a big saving in petrol, iyres
and labour.

Mr. Fox: A very popular innovation, I
do not think.

Mr. SAMPSON: I read with some sur-
prise of the action recently taken in the
name of the Premier in regard to the varia-
tion of the rural basic wage. The rate was
varied by 4s. 6d. It was perhaps justified.
1 think, however, that in usurping the
powers of the Arbitration Court the Gov-
ernment, and the Minister for Industrial
Development who has been given the credit
or diseredit for this action, were ill-advised.

We have an Arbitration Court and the
matter could have been dealt with in the
proper way. I eertainly do nof propose to
give credence to the statements which
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oceurred in the Press that the Premier was
responsible. Unfortunately onr Premier
was sick and is, I regret fo say, still siek.
I have not yet heard how the Arbitration
Court views the matter, but it seems to
me that in taking this question out of its
hands something in the nature of an
affront has been perpetrated. I wish to see
the Arbitration Court retained, and it is
no use the Governmeni usurping its job
because to do so is to bring about a bad
state of affairs. Wages were pegged last
February, and the well-established means
whereby rates are varied have been dis-
regarded. What has been done is ¢ertainly
not helpful to the Government and, as re-
ferred to yesterday by the member for
Katanning, has added to the growing im-
pression that all matters must now be re-
ferred to Canberra, and that we must look
to Canberra for legislation in order to
secure any change.

I ask whether those not benefiting by
Arbitration Court awards were given any
consideration when this change of rate was
adopted? I know they were not, but T
claim that dairymen and others not work-
ing under an award should have received
consideration. Becaunse that consideration
has not heen given to rural workers some-
thing is done which encourages them to
move from the couniry into the ecity. It
is not to he wondered at that such a migra-
tion is taking place hecause those who work
in the city are almost invariably well pro-
tected, whilst those who work in the coun-
try are, in many instanees, left without any
protection. Consideration should be given
to many people such as vegetable pro-
ducers, orchardists, vignerons and apiar-
ists. All these growers faee diffieulties.
They are all taxpayers and members of the
community.

From the standpoint of production, the
position is that the reduced quantity of
food produce in Western Australia i
brought ahout by the consideration given
to other industries. Members will have
noticed in this morning’s ‘*West Austra-
lian’’ that the volume of the vegetable erop
in the United States is above the average
output, and it is well worth noting what
the position is, as reported from Washing-
ton, under date, the 11th August. The re-
port is as follows:—

The Department of Agriculture has reported
that the total volume of crops this year is
expected to be 21 per cent. above the average
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output for a decade. Prior to the adoption of
the Federal crop econtrol programme, £rop
yields per acre wers expected to be 28 per cent.
above the average of the 1922-32 period; also
6 per cent, above any past year for some time.
North Dakota reports that wheatfields are
bursting with the biggest ¢rop in the Btate’s
higtory, which must be harvested this meonth.
Ordinarily wheat would be going to the gran-
aries along the Great Lakes and abroad, but
the ships are now carrying war materials. The
wheat 13 being held up. All valuable buildings
and graparies are being enlisted in a dramatic
30-day race with the wind and sun.
It is interesting to rcalise that in spite of
the grave difficulties faced by the United
States of America, that country is giving
consideration to the retention on the land
of those engaged in primary production.
That aection might well be copied by
other countries, and particularly ours. The
CUnited States have already set an example
to the world by their capacity to produce
war equipment, They have, however, done
that without injuring an equally vital mat-
ter—the production of foodstuffs. It was
Oliver Goldsmith who wrote these words—
. ... a bold peasantry; their country’s pride,
When once destroyed can never be supplied.
Whilst these lines are known to all mem-
bers, they. are overlooked when it comes to
the production of foodstuffs and considera-
tion of retaining our workers on the land.
I draw attention to another difficulty,
this time in connection with the production
of lemons, Recently the Vietorian Central
Citrus Assoeiation was notified by the see-
retary of the Commonwealth Prices Branch
that the payment for lemons would be
£13 10s. per ton. Members who are un-
aware of the difficulties faced by citrus
growers will he surprised to know that the
best price for lemons in Western Australia
—to the extent that sales are possible—is £9
per ton. It is a shocking state of affairs
that here the grower obtains but £9 per ton,
whilst in Melbourne or Sydney he receives
£13 10s.; or 50 per cent. in excess of the
Western Australian price. I noticed in “The
West Australian” o few days ago an ad-
vertisement for young men. The advertise-
ment stated that they were required urgently
for the processing of citrus fruoits, and that
the work was of national importanee,
as supplies of citrus juieces were urgently
needed for the Defence Forees and the
domestic requirements of the State. Why is
it that as the lemon juice and the oil of
lemon are required there should he such an
enormous difference in the payments fo
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growers? It is £0 heve and £13 10s. in Mel-
bourne or Sydney. That is certainly not a
Federal spirit. Sfeps should be taken to
protect the growers in this State. We can-
not expect people to continue producing
fruit unless they have the same consideration
and protection as are afforded in other paris
of the Commonwealth.

One means towards insaring first-grade
fruit and an improvement in prices is the
erection of a standardised fruit-packing
shed in each fruit distriet., This would be
a big help to individual growers and would
save a lot of money. Growers at present are
required to provide their own sheds and
packing equipment. A cleaning and grad-
ing machine is fairly costly. A thoroughly
up-to-date packing shed, Ffully equipped,
conld be provided for £5,000, and would be
a paying proposition to the State. Growers
would be prepared, individually, to accept
their responsibilities in regard to the matter,

Very properly the Government assists
those engaged in goldmining by the estab-
lishment of State batteries. In faect, if such
were not provided, I am quite sure that the
goldmining industry in this State would not
be as successful as it is today. Why not
extend the principle and give those engaged
in froitgrowing the same consideration? If
it were done it would have other good
effects. Tt would climinate frnit-fly. exan-
thema and other diseases, as it would be a
simple matter to trace the contaminated
fruit to the orchard from whenee it eame. In
addition, orchard hygiene would thus be
assured. 'This is an old ery, but unfor-
tunately it has not yet received serious con-
sideration. The time has come when the
steady drift to the eity of those engaged in
orchards and other small farms, must cause
ns to think and do something to maintain
them on their holdings. They should receive
a reasonable return. It must be equivalent
to that received in the Eastern States. An-
other thing, those engaged in the labour on
these properties must receive a fair return.

A few words now regarding the Apple
and Pear Acquisition Board. I regret that
this effort to proteet growers is by no means
proving satizfactory. The grower today re-
ceives 3s. or 2s. per case. Thatl is an aver-
age of 25, 6d. per dump case of apples, a
very low price which does not compare with
the old average of about 6s. In those days
a price of 6s. meant a net refurn of 4s.
6d., and the amount was paid without delay.
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My, Doney: The member for Nelson said
1s. 10d., which I concluded was a first ad-
vanhee,

Mr. SAMPROXN: The amount is 3s. or 2s.
aceording to the quality of the apples. Kxtra
faney quality apples bring 35 and the next
quality 2s. In the old days payments were
made promplly, but today many weeks may
pas= before payment is received, The apple
and pear proposition provides an examnple
of low returns to growers and high prices
1o vonsumers, and I am of opinton that to
a large extent the board has failed in what
it «ot out fo do. From the standpoint of
Western Australia and Tasmania, some mar-
keting method was necessary to protect the
growers, hoeause the production of those
lwo States far exceeds the local needs. With
the absence of opportunity to ship oversea,
something had to be done. Now il has heen
suggested that in those {wo States the aver-
age production for the last three years he
taken and that the Commonwealth be asked
te subsidise the frait by 2s. per case—the
dump ecase. If this were done, it is boe.
lieved there would be a far greater measuro
of satisfaction amongst the growers and pro-
bahly less cost to the Federal Treasurer.
The idea at the back of the 2s. subsidy,
hased on the average of the past three years,
is that the growers should dispose of their
fruit as they thought best and it would be
entirely their responsihitity. This would be
an easier proposition, and T believe wonld

give much greater satisfaction than the
present method.

Another impotrtant primary produet is
cggs. To our poultry farmers, we are

greatly indebted. A few weeks ago as the
Minister for IHealth knows, the price of
eggs in the shops was about 3s. a dozen.
Within three weeks the price dropped hy
1s. a dozen, which was a tremendous decline.
There was then a disinelination on the part
of producers to sell and later of buyers to
purchase, and the whole position of the in-
dustry was greatly injured. It was a seri-
ous sethack to the industry. The position
has since improved; prices have steadied,
but I hope there will he no repetition of that
experience. What is necded is stahilisations
we neeil an egg marketing hoard.

Mr. Cross: Members would not accept my
Bill 1ast year.

Mr., SAMPSON: To the hest of my
ability T gave the hon. memher all possihle
rmeouragement,

.

[ASSEMBLY.)

M. Cross: I am not referring to you.

Mr, SAMPSOX: [ spoke soothingly and
usefully to the measure.

The Minister for Mines:
zettied its fate,

Mr. SAMPSOX: [f anyone was respon-
sible for the defeat of that Jill, it was the
member for (Canning himself.

Mr. Cross: No; members of the Counlry
Party!

Mr. BAMPSON: The hon. member showed
too much personal animuns and, for the
great philosopher and psyehologist 1 know
him te be, that was a grave error. I regreb
that the Minister for Agricunlture is not pre-
sent. Tt is hopeless for a private member,
even though animated hy the most earnest
desire 1o assist the industry---I helieve this,
generally spenking, applied to the member
for Canning—to bring down a Bill that
wonrld be of any serviece. We appreciated
that faet. There was great disappointment
that the Minister for Agriculture himself
did not undertake the task of introducing
sich legislation. Tt 1s a job for a fully
gualified Minister and is beyvond a privale
member, ne matter how sineere he might he.

Mr., Thorn: You are not donbting the
ability of (he member for Canning are you'?

My, SAMPSON: I have not doubted it
for years; my opinion is along the line of
corlainty. Queensland, New Sounth Wales
and Vietoria have egg marketing boards,
South Awustralia has adopted a Marketing
of BEggs Act. It is not many years sinee we
in Western Australia regarded South Aus-
tralia as a very backward State from the
standpoint of marketing, but in recent years
we have been very lackadaisical, very in-
competent in our attitude to marketing
matters, and now South Australia is leading
us in the marketing of eggs. It is also
leading in other ways that I need not men-
tion at present. A markeling of eggs Aet is
certainly needed here. The constant flue-
tnation of prices to which I have referred
is injurious both to producers and to pur-
chasers. When the price is on the up grade
purchases deeline, and when on the down
grade there is discouragement among shop-
keepers, who are disinelined to buy. The
fact of South Australin having enacted a
marketing of eggs measure is very import-
ant. Sounth Australin for years has heen
regarded with grave misgivings hy primary
producers of this State, hecause the product
of South Australian growers frequently

is  what

That
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came on to our market and secured sales
when local producers were unable to com-
pete.  The South Ausiralian Parliament,
realising the position, took the matfer up
last session and passed the necessary legis-
lation. There are six members on the South
Australian board, three of them representing
the producers.

The Minister for Mines:
the fowls?

[fr. J. Hegney took the Chair.]

Mr. SAMPSON: I suppose, if we pursue
the matter to the ultimate, the Minister is
right; but I do not wish to infrodnece
flippancy into what is, I trust, something of
a useful natare. There is provision for three
representatives of the producers, one of the
wholesalers, one of the consumers, and a
Government nominee to act as chairman. The
Act establishes closer co-operation of egg
marketing interests. South Australia is
doing what is right. She has seen the error
of her ways, She was backward for many
years, but the progress made by that State
is full justification for the steps she has taken
to improve matters. It is high time Western
Anstralia woke up and saw herself, and did
what is necessary to give those engaged in
these different producing industries an op-
portunity to make a living.

The Minister for Mines: What is the
idea? To keep up the price of eggs?

Mr. SAMPSON: The proposal is to
stabilise the price. I do not intend to be
lured into believing that a man of the age
of the Minister for Mines fails to know all
there is to be known with regard to egg
marketing.

- The Minister for Mines: I am not sure
whether you want to keep up the priee.

Mr. SAMPSON: The South Australian
Government had become concerned at the
decline of egg production. It is interesting
to note how the production has declined. In
1034-35 South Anstralia was shipping over-
sea 4,435,230 dozen eggs, but for the season
1941-42 the fignre dropped to 1,680,930
dozen. A tremendous variation was shown
there.
and this surely is worth noting—had shown
progress in export production generally,
those States which were without control had
not done so. Queensland, New South Wales
and Victoria have been working under egg
marketing board control for some vears. To-
day we find that ege marketing has under-

110)
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gone a great change. Sounth Australia
formerly exported its surplus in shell, but
shipping and storage problems have ren-
dered that method impossible and have
necessitated the surplus being dehydrated.
The posttion in South Australia will improve
greatly because of this legislation. I know
that you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, are person-
ally concerned in this matter; and I can
only hope, with you, that there will be
a realisation by this Government of the im-
portance of giving those who are engaged
on the land an opportunity to make a living
ont of their industries.

At present, when any public building, in-
cluding railway buildings and sehools and
so forth, requires to be renovated, it is
customary for an inspector to be sent out
to make an inspection of the building,
wherever it may be, and submit a report.
I know that at present it is highly diffieult
for the Public Works Department to find
all the labour necessary, and I think theve
will be ready agreement with me when I
suggest that repairs to, for example, schools
might well he done locally. Im place of
ineurring the heavy expense of sending in-
spectors to, say, Bridgetown or even Arma-
dale, the headmaster or a representative of
the loeal parents and citizens’ association
might submit the needs of the school to
the Director of Education and then if the
matter is approved by the Public Works
Department and so forth, local prices could
be obtained for the work. If there is one
thing we have to mend, it is the ramifica-
tions and maze of red-tape which have to
be met and overcome. The method of zend-
ing a carpenter, or an inspector who would
have to be a qualified carpenter, to Nor-
tham, say, for the mending of a window,
for the replacing of a pane of glass or for
putting in the ropes which carry the halane-
ing weights, or some similar matter, is so
wasteful as to stand self-condemmned with-
out another word being said.

Mr. Seward: Three men came to Iingelly
to measure the postmaster for a uniform!

Mr. SAMPSON ; That is another illustra-
tion of bowing: down to and- worshipping
red-tape. The headmaster, or a representa-
tive of the parents and eitizens' association,
could do all that is necessary; and thereby
a great deal of money would be saved. The
Minister for Works, I feel sure, will give
thiz suggestion his blessing and adopt it;
snd I can only hope that the wretched
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prineiple or policy which now applies has
not been so long in existence that it is
impossible to root it out, and do what
would be done if the publie property
concerned were the Minister’s private
property or my vproperty. Members
themselves would not be guilty of such
shocking wastefulness. And so, as 1
have said, we must try to rtise superior to
the old red-tape barricade and de the job
at lower cost. I could give details with re-
gard to repairs of schools and the attendant
cost of unnecessary inspection, but I do
not know that there is any need for it and,
in addition, I do not wish to say anything
which might cast personal reflections on
teachers at schools where a management
policy as suggested by me would be helpful
to all concerned.

The Minister for Mines: You would not
suggest that many teachers were carpenters?

Mr, SAMPSON: No. I am afraid the
Minister did not guite hear what 1 said.
My statement was that the head teacher, or
4 representative of the local parents and
citizens’ association, might obtain prices
from some local carpenter, a qualified trades-
man, and have the work done. I take it
the carpenter would report what the priee
would he, and he could then be instrueted
by the Education Department without the
shocking waste of time and money and the
shoeking annoyance and trials generally
which have to be put up with, all having the
effect of involving months of time in carrying
out little repairs that could well be ef-
fected at comparatively slight expense. If
wo can do something to eliminate the evils
of circumlocution and red-tape so deeply
rooted in this State, we shall have done
something with which we may be justly
Pleased.

On motion by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 4.21 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by the Chief Secretary,
leave of absence for the remainder of the
session granted to Hon. G. Fraser (West)
on the ground of his enlistment in the
R.AAF.

On motion by Hon. V., Hamersley, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. C. F. Baxier (East) on
the ground of ill-health.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT: I have to announce
that in aceordance with the Standing
Orders I have appointed as temporary
Chairmen of Committees for the current
session the following members:—Hon. V.
Hamersley, Hon. H. Seddon, and Hon. W.
R. Hall

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resnmed from the 13th August.

HON., Y. E. GIBSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [2.22]: Before addressing my-
self to the Speech delivered at the opening
of Parliament by Hiz Exeellency the Lieui.-
Governor, I desire to oxpress my thanks for
the very cordial reception aceorded to Mr.
Cornish and myself on taking our ceats in
this House.  For years it has been my
privilege to enjoy the friendship of many
members of this Chamber and I sincerely
hope that I shall continue to merit that
friendship. With the tributes paid hy the
Chief Secrctary and others to the memory
of the late Hon. James Maefarlane I should
like to he associated. I was aecquainted
with him for many years and was aware of
his worth to the State. T know the loss
the community has suffered through his
passing.



